Lesson 32
February 1, 2023

Everything You Need to Know

A Systematic Study of God

The Church (part 2)

Organization

A local church is an assembly of professing, baptized believers
who are organized to serve God'’s will.

Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their
number that day. (Acts 2:41)

In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among them
complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily
distribution of food. So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be
right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. Brothers and
sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom.
We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the
ministry of the word.” (Acts 6:1-4)

Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting,
committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust. (Acts 14:23)

Church Government

1. — led by small group of lay leaders (Quaker, Plymouth Brethren)

2. — organized under the head of state (Anglican Church of England)

3. — national leadership structure and authority (Methodist, Episcopol)
4, — authority vested in the congregation, with appointed leaders

5. (pastor led) — Presbyterian, Reformed (denom); Baptist, Bible (individual)
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Church Leadership

1. (also called bishops)

Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task.
Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent
but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own family well
and see that his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full
respect. (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care
of God’s church?) He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and
fall under the same judgment as the devil. He must also have a good reputation with
outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap. (1 Timothy 3:1-7)

In the same way, deacons are to be worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much
wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. They must keep hold of the deep truths of the
faith with a clear conscience. They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing
against them, let them serve as deacons. In the same way, the women are to be worthy
of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything. A deacon
must be faithful to his wife and must manage his children and his household well. Those
who have served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in
Christ Jesus. (1 Timothy 3:8-13)

Ordinances

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, (Matthew 28:19)

For | received from the Lord what | also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night
he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This
is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after
supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)



