Lesson 31
January 25, 2023

Everything You Need to Know

A Systematic Study of God

The Church (part 1)

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say
the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others,
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say | am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed
are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my
Father in heaven. And | tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not overcome it. | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven;
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.” Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
(Matthew 16:13-18)

What is The Church?

The Greek word ekklesia means “ ”

New Testament uses include:

e The Church

And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything
for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
(Ephesians 1:22-23)

e The Church

| ask you to receive her in the Lord in a way worthy of his people and to give her any
help she may need from you, for she has been the benefactor of many people, including
me. Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus. They risked their lives for
me. Not only | but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them. Greet also the
church that meets at their house. (Romans 16:3-5)

The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Priscilla greet you
warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at their house. (1 Corinthians
16:19)

Give my greetings to the brothers and sisters at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the

church in her house. (Colossians 4:15)

© 2023 Dr. Steve Lucas
theStevelucas.com



Is The Church the New Israel?

Israel and Gentiles are continually contrasted the church was established.

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! If
we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was
lame and are being asked how he was healed, then know this, you and all the people of
Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God
raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. (Acts 4:8-10)

Israel and the church are clearly

Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God--
(1 Corinthians 10:32)

God made many covenantal promises to Israel. They cannot be

“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LoRD Almighty says: | took you from
the pasture, from tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my people Israel. |
have been with you wherever you have gone, and | have cut off all your enemies from
before you. Now | will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men on
earth. And | will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can
have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress
them anymore, as they did at the beginning and have done ever since the time |
appointed leaders over my people Israel. | will also give you rest from all your enemies.
“‘The LorD declares to you that the LorD himself will establish a house for you: (2
Samuel 7:8-11)

The Church the New Israel




